TRIAL OF 14 SET 
FO^CWfJRACT 

Intimidation Is Charged in 
Dahmer Case 

MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP)-The 
trial of 14 white men charged 
with conspiracy to intimidate 
Negro leader Vernon F. Dahmer 
Sr., who died in a 1966 firebomb 
attack, opens here Monday be- 
fore a judge who has vowed 
the case “will be tried in the 
courts, not in the newspapers.” 

U. S. District Judge Dan Rus- 
sell had warned lawyers not to 
make statements about the case 
to newsmen either before or 
during trial. 

“This Is an important trial 
and it is going to be conducted 
with decorum. You’ve heard a 
lot about freedom of the press 
and free trial, but some 
lawyers do too much talking 
outside the record. This case 
should be tried in the court 
and it will be ” he said in a 
pre-trial conference April 15. 
Dahmer, a businessman and 
voting rights worker who lived 
in the Kelly Settlement com- 
munity near here, died Jan. 10, 
1966, a day after a nightrider 
firebomb attack destroyed his 
home and grocery store. 

DOCTORS TESTIFY 
He was burned as he fired * 
back at the attackers and doc- 
tors testified he died of a 
seared respiratory tract. 

The state and federal govern- 
ments contend the attack was 
a well-planned, rehearsed plot' 
by the Ku Klux Klan. 

A grand jury, meeting secret 1 ', 
ly in Jackson in March, in- 
dicted 16 men on two counts 
each of violating the 1965 voting 
rights act and federal law 
which provides that anyone 
: causing an act to be committed 
. is punishable as a principal. 
Judge Russell granted a con- 
tinuance for one of the men 
April 15, and charges were 
dropped against another a 
short time later. 

The remaining 14, all identi- 


fied by the FUi as xvu ruux 
Klansmen, includes Sam Hollo- 
way Bowers, 44, identified as 
former imperial wizard of the 
White Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan. 

OTHERS ARE LISTED 
The other defendants are: Ce- 
cil Victor Sessum, 33; Henry 
Edward Deboxtel, 32; Lawrence 
Byrd Sr., 47; Howard Travis 
Giles, 40; Charles Lamar Lowe, 
26; Clifton UdeU Lowe, 53; 
Frank Lyons, 36; Melvin Sen- 
nett Martin, 36; Deavors Nix, 
45; Charles Richard Noble, 26; 
William Thomas Smith, 33; 
Charles Clifford Wilson, 36; and 
Lester Thornton, 44. All are 
from the Laurel area. 

The voting law makes it 
unlawful to intimidate or at- 
tempt to intimidate anyone to 
keep them from voting, to de- 
prive anyone of voting rights, 
or to conspire to deprive a 
person of such rights. 

Each violation carries a 
maximum penalty of $5,000 and 
five years imprisonment. 


